
The Honey bee 
The honey bee is an insect. It is a social insect. Bees work 

together in colonies [communities], just like people. 
 There are three types of honey bees, the Queen, the 

worker bees and the drones. The Queen is the most important 

bee in the hive. She lays eggs in combs in the hive. The worker 

bee’s make the combs from wax. The combs are hexagonal 

shaped. Worker bees also collect the pollen and nectar from 

flowers. The drones are the bees that are lazy and don’t do 

much around the hive. 

 The Queen has a very important job in the hive. When she 

becomes Queen she goes out to mate. When she comes back 

she lays 2000 eggs a day and does not leave the hive again. 

The Queen dies after 3 years but stops laying eggs after 2 

years. 

 The Queen bee lays her eggs in wax combs. When a new 

Queen is needed, eggs are laid by the Queen bee and about 7 

of these are fed royal jelly by the worker bees. When the 

queens hatch, they fight and the winner becomes the new 

Queen bee. When they are laid in the combs, caps are placed 

over them to keep them safe. The worker bee places the caps 

on the combs. These egg turn into larvae. 

 The hive is where the bees live. Hives can be artificial or 

made naturally by bees. Honey is made in the hive. In the 



artificial hive people put down a Queen excluder so that the 

Queen bee can’t lay eggs in the honey. In the wild there would 

be eggs in the honey. 

 Bees eat the pollen they collect from flowers such as 

daffodils, daisies and lilies and use the nectar to make honey. 

In the winter they eat honey. The bee keeper has to leave 

enough honey for the bees through the winter for them to 

survive. When summer comes the bees go out and collect 

more pollen and nectar for the next winter and repeat the 

same thing. 

 Bees are very good defenders of the hive. If a wasp comes 

into the hive 10 bees smother him by flapping their wings and 

not letting any fresh air in. The bees make it so hot it 

suffocates the wasp to death. Funny fact: The buzzing noise 

the bees make is actually made by their wings. 

 Bees play a very important role in the world. If we didn’t 

have bees we wouldn’t have honey to eat . Also fruits, 

vegetables and flowers would not be able to grow bees spread 

pollen to make plants grow. Bees are very important to the 

world.  

By Jack O’ Grady and  

Jenny Hogan  
             


